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Sponsors 
The Eastern New York Branch of the ASM would like to thank 

the following sponsors for their generous support: 

Symposium and Workshop Support: 

American Society for Microbiology 
ASM Branch Lectureships Program 

Wadsworth Center 
Albany Medical Center 

New York City Branch of the ASM 
Northeast Branch of the ASM 

ConnecDcut Valley Branch of the ASM 

Exhibitors: 

Life Technologies/ Applied Biosystems/ Invitrogen 
Roche DiagnosDcs 

AbboL 
EraGen Biosciences Inc. 

Alere Inc. (Inverness Medical InnovaDons, Inc.) 
Gen‐Probe 
AdvanDx 

bioMérieux 
Epoch Biosciences 

Quidel CorporaDon/DiagnosDc Hybrids 
BD (Becton, Dickinson and Company) 

Cepheid 
Wadsworth Center REU (Research Experience for Undergraduates) 

ENY ASM Student Chapter 
ENY ASM Post doc Chapter 



Officers and Program CommiLee‐  
Eastern New York Branch 

Officers: 

Kathleen McDonough, PhD‐ President 
Timothy J. Sela[, PhD‐ President Elect 
Kimberlee A. Musser, PhD‐ Secretary 

Norma Tavakoli, PhD‐ Treasurer 
Jim McSharry, PhD‐ Councilor 

Karsten HazleL, PhD‐ Alternate Councilor 
Blanca Barquera,PhD‐ Past President 

Non‐Elected Members: 
Daniel Wulff, PhD‐ EducaDon RepresentaDve 

Tanya Halse, NewsleLer Editor 

Brian Sauders, PhD‐ Web Page Editor 

Nellie Dumas‐ NaDonal ASM Region 1 Program Coordinator 

AddiDonal Program CommiLee Members: 
Laura Kramer, PhD 

Elizabeth Kauffman, PhD 
Kathleen Stellrecht, PhD 

Mary Franke 
Roxie Formoe 

A list of mee=ng a?endees and contact informa=on will be made available following the conference  
on the ENY ASM Branch website: 

h?p://www.asm.org/branch/breny/index.html 



RegistraDon              7:30‐8:30 am      Foyer 
ConDnental Breakfast           7:30‐8:30 am      Foyer 
Exhibitors              9:00‐6:30 pm      Foyer 

Workshop‐ Select Agents and Risk Assessment      8:30‐12:00 pm    Salon F 
Session conveners‐ Wadsworth Center Staff 

 This workshop will also include a breakout session in which parDcipants will perform risk assessment scenarios for microbes 
that may be encountered in the clinical laboratory.  InformaDon will be provided to enable parDcipants to recognize convener 
agents at the lab bench. 

8:30‐8:45 am    Welcome and Introduc=on 

8:45‐9:15 am    Mr. David Hill‐ Director, Safety and Security ‐ 
     The risk assessment process 

9:15‐9:45 am    Ms. Nellie Dumas‐ Associate Director, Bacteriology Laboratory‐  
     Risk assessment in the microbiology laboratory 

9:45‐10:15 am   Dr. Steven Zink‐Supervisor, Biodefense Laboratory‐  
     Select agents in the microbiology laboratory 

BREAK  10:10 ‐10:40 am 

10:40‐11:10 am  Dr. Chris=na Egan‐ Director, Biodefense Laboratory‐  
     Case study of the idenDficaDon of a biothreat agent in the clinical microbiology  
     laboratory 

11:10‐12:00 pm  Breakout session 

Tuesday November 9, 2010 

Session B Morning Symposium   
New FronDers in Genomics        8:30‐12:00 pm       Salon G/H 

Session conveners‐ Dr. Joseph Wade and Dr. Marlene Belfort 

8:30‐9:30 am    Genome plasDcity and the evoluDon of Salmonella host‐specificity 
     Dr. Stanley Maloy, San Diego State University 
     ASM Branch Lecturer 
      

9:30‐10:10    Culture independent approaches for the discovery of new bacterial metabolites 
     Dr. Sean Brady, Rockefeller University 

BREAK  10:10 ‐10:40 am 

10:40‐ 11:20 am  Reconsidering the host‐pathogen relaDonship in human tuberculosis through   
     bacterial genome sequencing 

       Dr. Joel Ernst, New York University  

11:20‐12:00 pm  Mapping determinants of DNA transfer in mycobacteria  
     Dr. Keith Derbyshire, Wadsworth Center 
      



Lunch             12:00‐1:00 pm      Salon E 
Break             2:20‐2:50 pm      Foyer 

Session A‐ A2ernoon Symposia 
Emerging InfecDons           1:00‐4:00 pm       Salon F 

Session conveners‐ Ms. Nellie Dumas and Dr. Kimberlee Musser 
     
1:00‐1:40 pm    Challenges of non‐O157 STEC tesDng 

     Ms. Dianna Bopp, Wadsworth Center 

1:40‐2:20 pm    DetecDon and surveillance of KPCs:  What the clinical laboratory needs to know 
     Dr. Susan Harrington, Albany Medical Center 

BREAK  2:20‐2:40 pm 

2:40‐3:20 pm    Tuberculosis: Re‐emergence of an age‐old killer 
     Dr. Vincent Escuyer, Wadsworth Center 

3:20‐4:00 pm    Update:  2010 Laboratory ReporDng and Specimen Submission Requirements of 
     Communicable Diseases 
     Ms. Nellie Dumas, Wadsworth Center 

Tuesday November 9, 2010 

Session B‐ A2ernoon Symposia 
The sRNA RevoluDon in Gene RegulaDon    1:00‐4:00 pm        Salon G/H 
Session conveners‐ Dr. Marlene Belfort and Dr. Joseph Wade  

1:00‐1:40 pm    5' ‐terminal control of bacterial RNA degradaDon 
     Dr. Joel G. Belasco, New York University 

 1:40‐2:20 pm   A central role for sRNA in bacterial iron homeostasis 
     Dr. John D. Helmann, Cornell University 

 BREAK  2:20‐2:40 pm 

2:40‐3:20 pm    Pervasive transcripDon in Escherichia coli 
     Dr. Joseph Wade, Wadsworth Center 

3:20‐4:00 pm    Fishing in the deep: using high‐throughput cDNA sequencing to idenDfy and   
     characterize regulatory RNAs in diverse bacteria  
     Dr. Jonathan Livny, Broad Ins=tute 

      



Poster Session          4:30‐6:30 pm      Foyer 
Wine and Cheese RecepDon      4:30‐6:30 pm      Foyer 

Session for Teachers          5:00‐6:00 pm        Salon F 

5:00‐5:30 pm    Foodborne Disease Outbreaks 
       Timothy Root, Supervisor‐ Enteric Bacteriology 
       Wadsworth Center Bacteriology Laboratory 

5:30‐6:00 pm    AnDbioDc Resistance: History, Current Issues, and New DiagnosDc Technologies 
       Elizabeth Nazarian, Supervisor‐ Molecular Bacteriology 
     Wadsworth Center Bacteriology Laboratory 

      

Tuesday November 9, 2010 

Dinner 
7:00‐9:00 pm 

Salon E  

75th Anniversary Tribute to Eastern New York Branch 

 
Dr. Lawrence Sturman, Director ‐Wadsworth Center 

(ENY ASM Branch President 1983‐1985) 

Acer Dinner Speaker: 
Dr. Laura Kramer 

Director‐Wadsworth Center Arbovirus Laboratory 
Global Emergence of Mosquito‐borne Diseases 

(ENY ASM Branch President 2005‐2007) 

Poster Session           4:30‐ 6:30 pm       Foyer 

Wine and Cheese RecepDon        4:30‐6:30 pm        Foyer 

          



RegistraDon             7:30‐8:30 am    Foyer 
ConDnental Breakfast          7:30‐8:30 am    Foyer 
Exhibitors              9:00‐4:00 pm    Foyer 

Workshop‐ ValidaDon of Laboratory‐developed Tests  8:30‐12:00 pm     Salon F 
Session conveners‐ Wadsworth Center Staff 

This session will also include mock validaDon design during a breakout workgroup period and a `QuesDon and Answer’ period 
involving the panel of presenters.  

8:30‐8:40 am    Dr. Ron Limberger, Director, Division of Infec=ous Diseases‐  
     Welcome and IntroducDon 

8:40‐9:00 am    Dr. Michael Ryan, Director, Division of Laboratory Quality Cer=fica=on‐  
     RegulaDon of  laboratory‐developed tests (LDTs) 

9:00‐ 9:20 am    Dr. Chris=na Egan, Director, Biodefense Laboratory‐  
     Nucleic acid amplificaDon test submission guidelines 

9:20‐9:45 am    Dr. Kimberlee Musser, Chief, Laboratory of Bacterial Diseases‐  
     ValidaDon of molecular assays for bacteria 

9:45‐10:10 am   Dr. Amy Dean, Director Molecular Method Development ‐ Viral Diseases‐  
     ValidaDon of molecular assays for viruses 

BREAK  10:10 ‐10:40 am 

10:40‐11:00 am  Q & A 

11:20‐12:00 pm  Breakout Session 

Wednesday November 10, 2010 

Session B‐ Morning Symposia 
Host Pathogen InteracDons          8:30‐12:00 pm     Salon G/H 
Session conveners‐ Dr. Timothy SellaD and Dr. Kathleen McDonough  

8:30‐ 9:30 am    SecreDon and FuncDon of Bordetella Filamentous hemagluDnin 
     Dr. Peggy Co?er, Univ. of N. Carolina, Chapel Hill 
     ASM Branch Lecturer 

9:30‐ 10:10 am  Role of Yersinia Yops in animal infecDons 
     Dr. Joan Mecsas, Tucs University 

BREAK  10:10 ‐10:40 am 

10:40‐ 11:20 am  Relevance to human health of the balance between host protecDon     
     and inflammaDon in different species' 
     Dr. H. Shaw Warren, Mass. General Hospital 

11:20‐12:00 pm  Effects of host adaptaDon on innate defense against Francisella tularensis  
     Dr. Timothy Sella=, Albany Medical College 



Lunch               12:00‐1:00 pm    Salon E 
Break               2:20‐2:50 pm    Foyer 

Session A‐ A2ernoon Symposia 
 Vaccine Development 

Sponsored by ConnecDcut Valley Branch of ASM     1:00‐4:00 pm     Salon F 
Session convener‐ Dr. Barbara J. Kamicker 
     
1:00‐1:40 pm    Approaches for designing a S. aureus vaccine 

     Dr. Annaliesa S. Anderson, Pfizer ‐ Pearl River, NY  

1:40‐2:20 pm    AnDgen selecDon for a beta‐hemolyDc streptococcal vaccine 
     Dr. Ingrid Dodge, Pfizer ‐ Pearl River, NY 

BREAK  2:20‐2:40 pm 

2:40‐3:20 pm    Foot and Mouth Disease and Classical Swine Fever vaccines 
       Dr. Elizabeth Rieder, Plum Island Animal Disease Center, Greenport, NY 

3:20‐4:00 pm    Computer‐aided raDonal design of live aLenuated viral vaccines 
       Dr. Steffen Mueller, Stony Brook Univ. 

Wednesday November 10, 2010 

Session B‐ A2ernoon Symposia 
Environmental Sensing and Gene RegulaDon    1:00‐4:00 pm      Salon G/H 
Session conveners‐ Dr. Karsten HazleL and Dr. Kathleen McDonough  

1:00‐1:40 pm    Host‐adaptaDon of Francisella tularensis 
     Dr. Karsten Hazle?, Albany Medical College 

1:40‐2:20 pm    Environmental regulaDon of Pseudomonas LPS structure 
     Dr. Robert K Ernst, University of Maryland  

BREAK  2:20‐2:40 pm 

2:40‐3:20 pm    ContribuDon of two‐component systems during the Lyme disease spirochete's   
     enzooDc cycle 
     Dr. Melissa Caimano, University of Connec=cut  

3:20‐4:00 pm    Signal transducDon across the M. tuberculosis cell envelope via regulated   
     intramembrane proteolysis  
     Dr. Michael Glickman, Sloan‐Ke?ering Ins=tute 

          



45th REGIONAL ASM MEETING: LIST OF POSTER PRESENTERS 

1.  Microbial Surveys and Analysis of DisinfecDon Protocols in a Complimentary Health Care Se[ng Rob Arciuolo 
and Caroline Du Vernoy. Biology Department, The College of Saint Rose 432 Western Ave. Albany, NY 12203 

2.  CharacterizaDon of violacein hyperproducing Janthinobacterium sp. isolated from the Hudson River Valley 
Alexandra M. Beina and Brooke A. Jude. Bard College, Biology Program, Annandale‐on‐Hudson, NY 12504 

3.  The Role of Glycerol Metabolism and Hydrogen Peroxide ProducDon in the Virulence of Mycoplasma 
gallisep<cum Boccaccio M, Szczepanek SM, Liao X, Frasca Jr.  S, and Geary SJ. 1Center of Excellence for Vaccine 
Research, University of Connec=cut, Storrs, CT 06269 

4.  RegulaDon of Chaperone/Effector Complex Synthesis in a Type III SecreDon System Julie E. Bu?on and Jorge E. 
Galán. Sec=on of Microbial Pathogenesis, Yale University School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 06511 

5.  Engineering the Type III SecreDon Machinery in a Non‐ReplicaDng Vehicle for AnDgen Delivery. Heather A. 
Carleton and Jorge E. Galán. Sec=on of Microbial Pathogenesis, Yale University School of Medicine, New Haven, 
CT 06511 

6.  Heterologous Rabies Virus InfecDon in New York State Bats April D. Davis, Robert J. Rudd, Carmen M. Fagnani, 
and Charles V. Trimarchi. Wadsworth Center, New York State Department of Health, Albany 12208 

7.  Loss of NADH Oxidase Results in Increased Resistance to Environmental Stress in Streptococcus mutans A. M. 
Derr, R. C. Faustoferri and R. G. Quivey, Jr. Dept. of Microbiology and Immunology, University of Rochester, 
Rochester, NY 14627 

8.  AnDbacterial and AnDfungal Effects of the Sauce from Cassava Brahmadeo Dewprashad1; Malik Zulqarnain2, 
Owen Meyers1, Nilank C.  Shah2, Monigue Breeland1, Sheuli Zakia2, and Richard Hendrix1. 1Dept.  of Science, 
Borough of Manha?an Community College, New York, NY 1007, 2Department of Biology, New York City College of 
Technology, Brooklyn, NY 11201 

9.  MulDple small RNAs idenDfied in Mycobacterium bovis BCG, M.  tuberculosis, and M.  smegma<s Jeanne M. 
DiChiara1, Lydia M. Contreras‐Mar=nez1, Jonathan Livny2,3, Dorie Smith1, Kathleen A. McDonough4, and Marlene 
Belfort1,4. 1Division of Gene=cs and 4Division of Infec=ous Diseases, Wadsworth Center, Albany, NY 12208, 2Broad 
Ins=tute of MIT and Harvard, Cambridge, MA 02142, 3Channing Laboratory, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 
Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 02115 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